Currently, there is no commercial mining in the area but inactive mine sites attest to early small-scale mining. This map shows the outcrop and inferred outcrop of lignite beds (table 1) and where the lignite burned, baking and fusing the overlying rock (clinker or scoria).
Charles M. Hauptman (written commun., 1977) described three lignite beds in the West Glendive area (table 1) Mesozoic folding and faulting (McCabe, 1954; Strickland, 1954; Davis and Hunt, 1956) . Data compiled by Frye (1969, p. 22-24) suggests erosional unconformities at the base of the Hell Creek Formation (Cretaceous) over the axis of the anticline. Gilles (1952, p. 24) mapped several small domes but reported no faulting. (table 1, fig. 2 ). The lignite is 2-16 feet thick (pi. 5), splits preferentially along the bedding plane and has a dull luster and widely spaced silts tone partings. Table 2 lists the analyses of this lignite. Outcrop measurements and drill-hole data provide very good control on the bed only in the Deer Creek area. The hand-specimen character, the Tongue River appearance of the overlying and underlying sediments, and the rock interval down to the Newton Ranch bed are the criteria used to correlate the Peuse bed in the northern part of the area (pis. 2, 7). Owing to its widespread extent, the Peuse bed is a useful marker in showing the structural deformation around the northern nose of the Cedar Creek anticline.
The Kolberg Ranch bed is named for the ranch in sec. 10, T. 18 N., R. 55 E. It is in the Tongue River Member, approximately 200 feet above the Peuse bed. The Kolberg Ranch bed is found in five drill holes in the northeast part of the area (pi. 6) and ranges in thickness from 5 to 11 feet.
